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VIRGINIA IN 1681-82 



(Abstracts by W. N. Sainsbury and Copies in the McDonald 
and Dejarnette Papers, Virginia State Library). 

(Continued) 



Order for Lord Culpeper's Departure. 

At the Court of White Hall the 17 th of June 1682 

Present 
The Kings most Excellent Ma t,e in Council 

Whereas His Mat le upon information of the disorders and 
Tumultts lately arisen, and carried on by several Inhabitants 
within this Colony of Virginia hath thought fit in order to the 
suppression thereof, to command the Lord Culpeper His 
Ma' tle " Governor in Chief of that Colonie to embarque him- 
selfe for that place by the first of August next and in the 
meantime to prepare himselfe in case of any sudden emer- 
gency as to bee in readiness within a weeks time after notice 
to repair to his said Government. It was Ordered by His 
Ma tT in Council that the R* Hono bIe the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty doe forthwith give directions for the imme- 
diate equipping one of His Ma tTe Frigates such as they shall 
judge fittest, to be in readiness within the time above men- 
tioned for transporting the said Lord Culpeper to Virginia. 



Order for Lord Culpeper's Departure. 

At the Court of White Hall the 13 th of July 1682 

Present 
The King's most Excellent Ma tle in Council 

Whereas the Right Hono ble the Lords of the Committee of 
Trade and Foreign Plantations did this day acquaint His 
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Ma ty in Council that upon consideration of the present state 
of affairs in Virginia they had on the Sixth of this Instant 
signified to the Lord Culpeper the necessity of his making 
himselfe ready to embarque on the 15 th Instant on Board the 
Frigat intended to transport his Lo p to Virginia. His Ma ty in 
Council is hereby pleased to Order that the Lord Culpeper doe 
not fail to embarque himselfe on Saturday next being the 15 th 
Instant in pursuance of the directions signified unto his Lo p by 
the Committee. 



Report Concerning Virginia. 

At y e Committee of Trade & Plantations Friday the 21" 
of July 1682 

Present 
Lord President Earl of Aylesbury 

Duke of Ormond Earl of Conway 

Earl of Craven Earl of Halifax 

Earl of Bath Lord Visco' Hyde 

Earl of Clarendon Mr. Godolphin 

The Lords of the Committee of Trade and Foreigne Plan- 
tations agree most humbly to represent to His Ma t]r That in 
consideration of the present state of affairs in Virginia which 
are in very much disorder to the great prejudice of His Ma t,e 
Authority and Revenue His Ma ty would be pleased to appoint 
some fit person who may be forthwith sent to that Govern- 
ment with such powers and Instructions as shall be necessary 
for His Ma tle " Service. 



Order in Regard to Frigates Going to Virginia. 1 

At the Court at White Hall the 13 th of July 1682 

present 
The King's most Exct Ma ty in Council 



» It is evident that the English Government was disturbed by the 
plant-cutting commotions in Virginia and feared a repetition of 
Bacon's Rebellion. 
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Whereas the Right Hono We the Lords of the Committie for 
Trade and Plantations did this day represent unto His Ma 17 
the present state of Affairs in Virginia. It is upon consider- 
ation thereof hereby Ordered in Council that the Right 
Hono' ble the Commiss' r " of the Admiralty doe give Instructions 
to the Captain of the Frigat designed to carry the Lord Cul- 
peper to Virginia that hee remain in that place with the Frigat 
under his command in case of an actual Rebellion And that 
the Captain during such Rebellion may receive his directions 
from the Lord Culpeper or the Commander in Chief for the 
time being 

And it is His Ma tle " further pleasure that the said Commiss™ 
doe send Orders to the Captain of the Norwich Frigat now 
at Jamaica That hee call at Virginia in his return home and 
that in case of an actual Rebellion there at the time of his 
arrival and not otherwise he may be ordered to follow such 
directions as shall be given him by the Lord Culpeper touch- 
ing his stay there and prosecution of His Ma tle * Service for 
soe long time as the said Commissioners shall think convenient 
in such case who are likewise to direct the said Captain to 
take on board, upon his departure from that place all such 
ammunition and Stores of Warr as the Lord Culpeper or the 
Commander in Chief of Virginia for the time being shall 
think fitt. 



Order Concerning Military Stores in Virginia. 

At the Court of White Hall the 13 th of July 1682 

present 
The King's most Excell' Ma tle in Council 

Whereas it was this day represented to His Ma tle by the 
Right Hono We the Master General of the Ordnance that a 
considerable quantity of Ammunition Arms and other Stores 
of Warr, sent to Virginia during the late Rebellion are yet 
remaining there It is hereby Ordered by His Ma tT in Coun- 
cil That soe much of the Stores as are necessary for His Ma tle * 
Service may be kept in some place where they may bee se- 
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cure And that if any part of the Stores shall appear necessary 
for the use of the Inhabitants they may be sold to such per- 
sons and at such reasonable rates as the Governor or Com- 
mander in Chief for the time being with the advice of the 
Council shall agree for and that the money for which they 
shall be sold be forthwith transmitted to the Office of the Ord- 
nance and an acct thereof be turned into the Exchequer as is 
usual in like cases as alsoe that the remainder of the stores 
that shall be found not absolutely needful for that Plantation 
bee immediately sent home in the Norwich Frigat. Whereof 
this Right Hono ble the Lord Culpeper and all other persons 
whom it may concern are to take notice and to proceed ac- 
cordingly. 



Order That No Governor Depart From His Government 
Without Leave. 

That in August 1682 was delivered to my Lord Culpeper 
an Authentick copie of an Order of Council dated the 3 ia of 
November 1680 commanding that noe Governor of His Ma t,e " 
Plantations doe come into England from his Government with- 
out leave from His Ma t,e in Council first obtained, Which 
Order is Entered in the Book of Plantations in general- 
page 82. 



No King's Ships to Lade Merchandize in the Plan- 
tations. 

7 th of Feb* 1682 

It was ordered that the several Governors of His Ma' tle " 
Plantations in America doe not permit any of His Ma' tle " Ships 
coming within their respective Jurisdictions to lade any Goods 
or Merchandises whatsoever or give any Instructions con- 
trary to the Standing Instructions of the Navy And that they 
doe not upon any misdemeanor or accident hap'ning on board 
any of His Ma" e * Ships call any Court Martial for the Tryal 
of the Offenders but take depositions of the fact and transmit 
the same hither in order to their Tryal for the same. 
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Order on Petition of Richard Buller. 

[Richard Buller, 2 merchant, of London, petitions the King 
for the restitution of certain deer skins seized in Virginia. 
On March 2d, 1682, the King in Council gave order, which 
recited the fact that certain deer skins and other goods be- 
longing to him had been seized in Virginia on board the Dol- 
phin, of London, as forfeited by virtue of a recent act passed 
there prohibiting the exportation of such commodities. The 
matter was referred to the Lords of Trade and Foreign Plan- 
tations. On March 21st that body advised that due time was 
not given in Virginia for notification of the act and that, as 
the forfeited goods were vested in the King, that the goods 
be restored to the petitioner.] 



Secretary Spencer to the Committee of Trade and 
Plantations. 

May it please your Lordships 

1 humb'y present unto your Lordships the Journal of the 
last Assembly and as its my duty your Lo' p • will alsoe here- 
with receive the Acts that Session made and passed. I hum- 
bly suppose the time spent (or rather mispent) in long de- 
bates between the two Houses, of no other moment than that 
of the Clerk of the House of Burgesses, as alsoe their positive 
desires and motions to have members of the Council conjoined 
with their committees will not pass your Lord' 1 " reading with- 
out animadversions thereon. 

And as the matter represents itselfe the L*. Gov' r and Coun- 
cil may bee censured, therefore humbly begg leave to inform 
your Lord' p * great sums of tobacco were to be raised for y* 
paying off the four Garrisons two years in arrear — which, to- 

2 Act III of the session of the General Assembly of March, 1680, 
forbade the exportation of deer and calf skins on account of the need 
of leather in Virginia. The seizure of Buller's goods was made 
in December, 1682, and Governors Culpeper and Effngham each 
held that the seizure was proper. The latter stated that Buller's 
agent, John Herbert of Prince George County (who had a son, 
Buller Herbert) confessed that he was trying to evade the law. 
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gether with the unhappy circumstances the Government lay 
under by the late tumults and meetings in Plant Cutting daily 
threatening fresh Iruptions contracted a great charge and noe 
standing revenue to discharge the same, nor by any ways or 
means to be effected but by y* ord ,ry course of a Assembly 
raising Tobaccos by the pole ; neither in that juncture was the 
peace and quiet of the Government soe intirely quieted and 
settled as to offer at fresh hazards which the House of Bur- 
gesses made use of and from v* same raized an expectation of 
gaining their floaty desires in which all circumstances consid- 
ered ; hope may receive your Lordships favorable opinion. 

And I begg leave to assure your Lo ,p * tho' it has been and is 
y* great care of the Government to prevent such impositions, 
yet it is hardly possible for the Government to avoid such 
streights not having a Fund wherewith to discharge the con- 
stant necessary charges thereof but by an Assembly, the con- 
vening of which by the Burgesses brings in the Countys they 
represent, is often found to exceed the whole publfc charge 
of the Government which formerly was provided for by a 
Law* impowering y e Governor and Council to raise a levy on y* 

a Spencer's letter shows the illiberal feeling which had animated 
some Virginians since the Restoration. Before 1660 the General 
Assembly repeatedly declared that it alone had the right to levy 
and disburse taxes. In March 1623-4 (Hening, I, 124), February, 
1631-2 (ib. I, 171), September 1632 (lb. I, 196), March 1642-3 (ib. I, 
244), this claim is clearly and positively made. The Articles of 
Surrender to the Commonwealth of England, March 12, 1661, ac- 
knowledged this right. At the session of March, 1660-1 (ib. II, 21), 
an order of the Governor (Berkeley) and Council imposing a duty 
of five shillings on each barrell of provisions exported was confirmed 
by the Assembly and ordered to be continued until the end of the 
next July. The action of the Governor and Council was an innova- 
tion probably held Justified by the emergency; but it was evidently 
considered that the approval of the Assembly was needed. The 
influence of the Restoration was farther shown in Virginia, as it 
was in England, by another act of the same session (ib. II, 24). The 
Assembly authorized the Governor and Council in September, 1662, 
and for three succeeding years, to levy a tax of not more than 20 
lbs. of tobacco per poll. This dangerous departure from popular 
government was repeated in an act of March, 1661-2, (ib.' II, 35). 
On Nov. 9, 1667, however, Berkeley desired to send two councillors 
to sit with the Burgesses when the levy was laid; but they replied 
that it was their privelege alone, to which the Governor "willingly 
assented." In November, 1682, (ib. II, 507), the levy was laid by 
the General Assembly and this continued to be done throughout the 
Colonial period. 
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people not exceeding thirty pounds of Tobacco pr pole for 
answering and satisfying public charges. That Law revised 
or a Power of the like nature would enable the Govern- 
or a Power of the like nature would enable the Governor and 
Council to maintain and keep up the Dignity of the Govern- 
ment and free the Inhabitants of the charge of too frequent 
Assemblys. 

And to the intent all interests may therewith be satisfied. 
It is humbly proposed the account of the whole summe soe 
raised with all its Articles of Payments bee produced to the 
next General Assembly manifesting for what use the Tobacco 
was raised and how disposed of. 

Upon the closure of the Assembly his Ex' ,le the Lord Cul- 
peper whom if wee had been soe happy to have enjoyed at the 
first meeting thereof, his Lo p '* great prudence and knowledge 
in Government would have allaied all heats and fitly tempered 
matters and expedited the affairs thereof for His Majesty's 
Service. The disorders in plant cutting are well settled and 
at the next General Court which is at hand some of the most 
notorious plant cutters will by due course of Law bee pro- 
ceeded against, there will be a full meeting of the Council and 
what Orders will there pass shall transmit to your Lo"'* to- 
gether with all Orders of Council since my last return. And 
in the interim humbly begg your Lo"'* favorable acceptance 
of the zealous endeavours of service from R* Hono b,e . 
Your most humble & most obedient servant, 

Nicho. Spencer. 
James City 
March 20 th 1682/3 
Received May 21, 1683. 



Letter from the Clerk of the Virginia Assembly. 

To the Right Hono ble the Lords Committees of His Ma tlM 
most Hono ble Privy CouncihFor Trade and Foreign Planta- 
tions 
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Right Hono We 

In obedience to your La' 1 " commands to the Clerk of the 
Assembly of Virginia for the time being to send home to your 
Lo ,p * a Journal of the Assemblys proceedings, with copies 
of the Votes, Orders, Bills and Laws I have transmitted to 
your Lo' , '• a copy of the Journal of the House of Burgesses 
at the Assembly begun at James Citty the 10 th day of No- 
vember 1682, together with Copies of the Acts and publick 
levy and proportion thereof for payment in the several countys 
in this Country the like whereof I have delivered to His Ex cle 
the Lord Culpeper which hee was pleased to say should bee 
sent by some Ship soon after the rising of the said Assembly 
and I shall take care that Duplicats shall be sent to your Lo p ' 
by the next conveniency 

Right Hono b, « 

Your Lo p * most Humble and most devoted 

Servant Thomas Milner Clerk 

to the Assembly 

Received June 7, 1683. 



Secretary Spencer to the Committee of Trade and 
Plantations. 

May it Please your Lo 1 * 

With my last to your Lo 1 " of the 20 th of March 1682/3 I 
humbly presented your Lo p,, the Journal of the last Assembly 
and all Acts then made and passed and in pursuance of my 
duty I herewith transmit to your Lo 1 " all Orders of Council 
which have passed since the 9 th of May 1683 by which your 
Lo p " will receive an account of all Political occurrences in 
this His Ma' tle ' Government which at present (I thank God) 
is in a peaceable and quiet condition all former disorders of 
plant cutting being by the prudent management of his Ex' cle 
the Lord Culpeper composed and settled and to deter others 
futurely from the like attempts examples have been made of 
two of the most notoriously active mutineers the last Summer 
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in plant destroying who have deservedly suffered death for 
the same. One more condemned for the same who, being a 
very young fellow and ill seduced, and since having given all 
outward assurances of a hearty and sincere repentance his Ex'" 
hath though fit to suspend the execution of the sentence of 
death passed upon him untill His Ma t,e " pleasure shall bee 
therein further known. Our only Commodity Tobacco having 
the last Winter a pretty quick market hath encouraged the 
Planters vigorously to go on this year with the same, of 
which there is the greatest probability of an early and plenti- 
ful crop as I have known. His Ex'"" having well setled all 
affairs and noe other prospect but of their soe continuing, 
His Ex''* takes this opportune time to make a Voyage for 
England to render His Ma' tT and Your La"'* the present state 
of His Ma' tle " affairs in this Government in whose absence 
according to His Ma t,e * Commission of Instruction to His Ex' * 
the Lord Culpeper the Government resides in a President and 
Council, whom cannot doubt but will according to their duty 
to His Ma"*" with all care and due circumspection keep up 
and maintain this His Majestys Government. Your Lo' p ' will 
receive from his Ex ,<T the Lord Culpeper so full and signifi- 
cant an account of all Affairs that for me to enlarge on the 
Same would give your Lo p ' an unnecessary trouble therefore 
humbly begg leave without further enlargement to conclude 
that I am 

Your Lo^ most humble and obedient 

Servant 



James Citty 
May 29 th 1683 
Received June 19, 1683. 



Nicho. Spencer 



Culpeper's Patent as Governor for Life Forfeited. 

[On Aug. 2, 1683, a Commission was appointed to enquire 
whether Lord Culpeper had forfeited his patent. On Aug. 
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the matter was tried "Apud le Court House proacto S'te 
Clements Ducor in Comt. Midd" and it was found that on 
account of his absence frim his government without leave, he 
had forfeited his patent.] 



